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Caution

Lincoln
Minerals and its shareholders

would no doubt be extremely disappoint-
ed with the decision to refuse it access to

groundwater for the company's proposed Gum
Flat mine near Big Swamp.

The Department for Environment, Water
and Natural Resources said that under the cur-
rent Water Allocation Plan for the Southern
Basins Prescribed Wells Area, the department
could not grant a licence for extraction of
groundwater for stage one of the proposed
mine.

The company says it has evidence that its
plans would not have any effect on the water
supplies, and has in fact said it could increase
supplies by pumping from a "new" resource
underneath the ground at its tenement.

There has been some doubt over the compa-
ny's plan for some time as it is so close to our
water supplies.

And, unfortunately for the company, the per-
ception of mining companies by some people is
pure evil so there had been quite a bit of hyste-
ria built up in some sections of the community.

The decision is a blow to the company and to
the people who wanted work at the site, as well
as the companies who wanted to supply goods
and services to Lincoln Minerals.

However, the government is right in taking a
cautious approach to our water supplies.

Whether it is right to effectively put a stop to
this mine going ahead will never be known and
is not for us to judge.

Our water supply, or lack of it, is of para-
mount importance to the people already living
on Eyre Peninsula and to the people who want
to come here and live in the future.

Just a few years ago our water levels were
said to be at a critically low level and if signifi-
cant rains hadn't fallen we could have had a cri-
sis on our hands.

We don't have a back up, and there is no back
up planned in the form of a desalination plant
or other alternative in the short term so our
water supply is something that shouldn't be
toyed with.

It is an unfortunate decision in a number of
ways, mostly because the economy could do
with the stimulation, but if something were to
go wrong the consequences may be worse than
the benefits the stimulation may bring.

Hopefully for those people and businesses
wanting mining to go ahead a solution can be
found in the near future.

Media Monitors Client Service
Centre 1300 880 082

Copyright Agency Ltd (CAL)
licenced copy

Port Lincoln Times, Port Lincoln SA
17 Jul 2012

Editorials, page 8 - Size: 134.79 cm²
Regional - Circulation: 5,903 (-T-T---)

ID 154457850 BRIEF LINCOLNMIN PAGE 1 of 1


