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Mineral exports

Lincoln
Minerals will shortly make one of

the first major steps towards mining its
tenement about 25kms southwest of Port

Lincoln.
The company plans shortly to lodge its min-

ing lease application, which will mean, among
other things, the company will want to export
its iron ore through Port Lincoln.

The company has plans to start the mine this
time next year and exporting the minerals out
of Port Lincoln will be crucial to that.

Lincoln Minerals plans to use containers to
export hematite from the mine to the resources
hungry Asian markets, which is different to
that of the system Centrex proposed.

Centrex wanted, and still has approval, to
use a conveyor system along the wharf.

The container system would see up to four
trucks per hour in and out of Port Lincoln carry
the containers to the wharf where they would
be stored until a ship came in.

The ore would be loaded onto the wharf by a
container loader that tips the containers over
in the ship's hold and the dust would be sup-
pressed by a spray of water similar to the sys-
tem that is being used at Port Adelaide.

Once again, we will be assured the loading
will produce no dust.

Once again there will no doubt be skeptics
_

and people who will claim this will be the end of
Port Lincoln.

However, this time around Port Lincoln may
need to accept at face value the words of the
mining company that there would be no dust
and minimal traffic change if it received
approval for the mine to go ahead.

Like it or not, Port Lincoln is not in its best
ever economic climate. The cuts to fishing quo-
tas have had a more than soft affect on the local
economy and the number of people in perma-
nent employment; and the hangover from the
global financial crisis is still being felt across
the board.

Mining will add a third tier of industry to the
region and it is another tier we need.

While the application hasn't been lodged yet,
it will be imperative we scrutinise it as much as
possible when it is, but then we perhaps need to
pull back on the idea we had last time around
that Port Lincoln would always be economical-
ly okay, with or without a mine and the exports
of ore.

We shouldn't completely disregard our
ideals, but they may need to be weighed up
with reality.

Businesses always want more stimulus in
the local economy and could do with the type of
leg up mining will give them.
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