
Local graphite export
options under review

LINCOLN Minerals is
reviewing its options on
how to export graphite
from its proposed
Kookaburra Gully mine
at Koppio.

Managing director
John Parker said the
options included Port
Lincoln, Port Adelaide,
Lucky Bay and possibly
in the future the pro-
posed ports of Port
Spencer or Cape Hardy.

The Port Lincoln or
Port Spencer options
would allow 25,000 to
55,000 tonnes of graphite
to be shipped a year via
five to 10 small 10,000
tonne ships or filling one
hold on larger ships.

Under the Port
Adelaide option, bags
would have to be trucked
to Port Adelaide and then
loaded into containers for
shipment with regular
container traffic.

“Due to the cost of
transport to Port
Adelaide, our preferred
option would clearly be
from a local port on Eyre
Peninsula,” Dr Parker
said.

The company is con-
ducting a consultation

John Parker

program before lodging
its mining lease applica-
tion and is canvassing
feedback on proposals
including export options.

Lincoln Minerals
hopes to have trial min-
ing and a pilot plant set
up in late 2014/early
2015, with the top-quali-
ty graphite to be mined
and exported next year.

With no significant
aquifers in the area,
there should be no
groundwater issues and
it is proposed to pipe
water for processing from
the Tod Reservoir with a

small desalination plant
for final product clean-
ing.

The mine site is adja-
cent the main powerline
but with no substation,
the company may initial-
ly generate power onsite
via a generator.

Dr Parker said the
mine would be a small
open pit mine, less than
100 hectares, including a
processing plant that
would process 200,000 to
400,000 tonnes a year. 

It is a shallow ore body
that will be easy to mine
and process. 

“It will be similar in
size to the Uley Graphite
Mine near Sleaford Mere
or DK Quarries’ mine on
the outskirts of Port
Lincoln,” Dr Parker said. 

“However we have a
large exploration target
yet to be drilled, so there
is potential for this to be a
major long-term opera-
tion and business for
southern Eyre
Peninsula. 

“This is one of the best
graphite deposits in the
world.”
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