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Lincoln Minerals to appeal against groundwater decision 
for proposed Gum Flat Stage 1 iron mine in SA 

 

The SA Department for Environment, Water and Natural Resources (DEWNR) has advised 
Lincoln Minerals Limited (“LML”) that, under the current Water Allocation Plan (WAP) for the 
Southern Basins Prescribed Wells Area, the Department cannot grant a license for 
extraction of groundwater for Lincoln to undertake Stage 1 of its proposed iron ore mine at 
Gum Flat, 20km from Port Lincoln on South Australia’s Eyre Peninsula. 

This is despite the fact the Company’s overall water use plan delivered a net result where 
total water usage was low. 

The license application was turned down on the basis that the proposed annual amount of 
groundwater to be extracted exceeds the provisions of the WAP for the so-called “Basement 
aquifer” in the Southern Basins Prescribed Wells Area (450 megalitres per annum). 

Lincoln Minerals has always been aware of the 450 megalitre WAP allocation and, in 
response to communication with the former Department for Water, submitted a detailed plan 
to return the majority of the groundwater back into the Southern Basins aquifer system.  
Consequently, the Company will appeal against the decision. 

Even though DEWNR has given Lincoln permits to construct the discharge wells, it is the 
Company’s contention that insufficient consideration was given to its application to discharge 
or re-inject the excess water. 

In its dual applications for extraction and discharge, Lincoln Minerals demonstrated that the 
net balance of water proposed to be extracted for the planned new iron mine less the 
quantity of water proposed to be re-injected back into the aquifer system, was only 330 
megalitres per annum. 

Lincoln Minerals also demonstrated in its detailed application, prepared by an independent 
hydrogeological consultancy, that the proposed extraction of water from the basement would 
have no impact on the nearby Uley South groundwater lens.  In fact, the re-injected water 
would significantly augment potable water supplies on Eyre Peninsula.  
 
Appeal from the decision of DEWNR will be to the South Australian Environment Resources 
and Development Court which will review the basis upon which this decision has been 
made. 
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