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LINCOLN Minerals will soon
start its first airborne electromag-
netic surveys over the Koppio and
Cockabidnie regions in its search for
graphite.

The two surveys due to begin on
July 2 will provide information to aid
exploration by mapping the geologi-
cal structure beneath the sand and
soil, and will be undertaken by spe-
cialist geophysical surveyors Fugro.

Lincoln Minerals chief geologist
Dwayne Povey said graphite had
been widely and easily identifiable
from electromagnetic surveys in the
past due to its high conductivity.

"Graphite occurs in banded gneiss
rock units in both the Koppio and
Cockabidnie regions, and these can
range in width from a few metres up
to several tens of metres wide and

can extend for several hundred
metres to more than five kilometres
in length," he said.

"This makes them very good tar-
gets for airborne electromagnetic
surveys.

"Graphite has become a valuable
industrial mineral that is used in a
wide range of applications from pen-
cils to lithium ion batteries in laptop
computers and electric cars, and
Eyre Peninsula is a world class
graphite province."

The surveys will be done using
Tempest, an electromagnetic system
operated from a fixed-wing Casa 212
aircraft towing a sensor and operat-
ing about 120 metres above the
ground. The Tempest system is
designed to quickly acquire highly
accurate and detailed data over large
areas, enabling explorers to quickly
identify high priority targets for fur-
ther investigation and drilling.

EM IMAGE: Lincoln Minerals will capture images such as this for planning data in
its first airborne electromagnetic (EM) surveys for graphite over the Koppio and
Cockabidnie regions.
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