
Mine no threat to Big Swamp
LINCOLN Minerals has

received more federal government
backing for its planned iron ore
mine at Gum Flat just west of Port
Lincoln.

A new decision by the
Department of Sustainability,
Environment, Water, Population
and Communities upholds its ear-
lier decision in October that the
proposed mine does not present
major environmental issues.

It also ruled that in its assess-
ment, the proposed mine site did
not present a threat to the nearby
Big Swamp, which provides poten-
tial habitat to the southern emu
wren and other listed threatened
and migratory species, from mine
dewatering or reinjection of water
into the local aquifer.

The department made its ruling
after the Port Lincoln Residents
and Ratepayers Association
requested it reconsider its 2011
declaration that the mine propos-
al was not a controlled action

under the Environment
Protection and Bio diversity
Conservation Act (EPBC ).

The reconsideration request
was made public and comment
was also invited from relevant
state and commonwealth agen-
cies.

In its latest ruling the depart-
ment said it had carefully consid-
ered all additional information
but confirmed its original decision
that the mine proposal did not
require further assessment and
approval under the EPBC Act.

"We have been working with the
community, and both state and
local governments in our mine
preparation studies and to have
this work independently validat-
ed, and for a second time by the
controlling federal environmental
authority is indeed a highly wel-
come development," Lincoln
Minerals' managing director John
Parker said.

"While we have always sought

and respected wide public inclu-
sion in our exploration and project
scheduling, it is now opportune for
this mining opportunity to pro-
ceed through the normal authoris-
ing channels."

In recent months the company
has expanded its local iron ore
holdings with the grant of new
exploration acreage immediately
adjacent Iron Road's 2.1 billion
tonne iron ore deposits; discovered
new high grade base metals min-
eralisation near Cowell; is actively
exploring the graphite potential of
southern Eyre Peninsula; and
secured a cash injection of $1.8
million, with Hong Kong-based
Poan Group Holdings becoming a
13 per cent shareholder.

The company aims to start min-
ing direct shipping hematite iron
ore from the Barns deposit at its
Gum Flat project from early 2013,
subject to securing all necessary
approvals.
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