
Gum Flat
application
ready to go

EXPLORATION
company Lincoln
Minerals is ready to
apply for a mining lease
in line with plans to
start mining iron ore at
its Gum Flat project
from the middle of next
year.

The company has
prepared a Mining
Lease Application for
the Barnes deposit and
expects to lodge it with
the state government
this month, according
to its quarterly activi-
ties report.

More than 100 mil-
lion tonnes of iron ore

has been identified in
the Barnes-Rifle Range
area of the Gum Flat
tenement.

The ore is mostly
magnetite, which
would need to be
processed into high
grade concentrate
before it is exported,
but there is some
hematite ore suitable
for direct shipping.

The company is pro-
posing a two-stage
development with the
first stage involving the
mining and export ofup
to 500,000 tonnes per
annum of hematite-

goethite-magnetite
direct shipping ore
(DSO).

The second stage
would involve mining
up to 10 million tonnes
of magnetite per
annum and processing
it at an onsite plant to
produce 2.5 million
tonnes of high grade
concentrate for export.

Negotiations for
transport and shipping
are ongoing but the
company's preferred
option is to move the
DSO ore from Gum Flat
to Port Lincoln in road
trains in 30-tonne coy-

ered containers.
"The preferred stor-

age and handling
option for Port Lincoln
is to use covered con-
tainers and a Rotainer
system similar to that
being used successfully
by IMX Resources
Limited at Port
Adelaide," the report
said.

"Containerised ore
would be stored at the
wharf precinct and
loaded into ships' holds
using a tippler system
with mist spray to con-
trol any dust."
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